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Report Highlights: 

On January 24, the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) confirmed that -a case of Avian Influenza (H5N1) was found at a 

poultry farm in Kibbutz Ein Shemer (Hadera area – central Israel). The farm contained 43,000 heavy breeder pullets 

{young hens} aged 16 weeks. Out of the total hens, 592 contaminated were found dead on January 24, and the rest 

(42,408) were destroyed by the Israeli Veterinary Services. In order to prevent the spread of the infection, all movement 

of poultry in the area was banned and all farms surrounding the infected site within a 10 km radius are been monitored 

and were tested for AI, however, since then no new AI outbreaks were detected. 
 

  

  

General Information:  
  

On January 24, 2010 the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) confirmed that the first case of Avian Influenza (H5N1) for 2010 

was found in a poultry farm in Kibbutz Ein Shemer (Hadera area – central Israel). This is the first case of confirmed H5N1 

in poultry since the outbreak of Avian Influenza in Israel in January 2008. Up till now, no AI human cases have been 

reported in Israel.  

  



The farm has three poultry houses that contained 43,000 heavy breeder pullets (hens) aged 16 weeks. Out of the total 

young hens, 592 hens were found dead on January 24, and the rest (42,408) were destroyed by the Israeli Veterinary 

Services.    
  

In order to prevent the spread of the infection, all farms within a 10 km radius surrounding the infected site were tested for 

AI. In addition, they are been monitored and removal of poultry within the area and in/out of the area was prohibited. On 

Thursday, January 28, 2010 the Veterinary Services finished testing all flocks in a radius of 10 kilometers. No new 

outbreaks of AI were detected so far.  

  

In previous outbreaks, in order to prevent the spread of the infection, all birds within the “first circle” (3 km from infected 

site) were destroyed. However, this time the Israeli Veterinary Services decided to not destroy all poultry in a radius of  3 

km from the contaminated farm. The reason for this decision: destroying flocks in the area may cause future shortage with 

broilers, since many of the poultry flocks in the area are of broiler type grand – mothers and mothers.   

   

Annex 1: AI Site in Israel  
  

  

 
  

  

  

  

                     

  


