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Greece, like all other EU Member States, is legally obligated to enforce EU legislation regarding
agricultural biotechnology. Nevertheless, Greece maintains a ban on all biotech cultivation as well
as the importation of several biotech products. Recently, Greece extended its ban on all uses of
MON 810 corn, a product that the EU specifically approved for food, feed, and cultivation. Greece
is among several Member States that routinely ban various EU-approved biotech products.

Greece’s EU obligations

The guiding document for agricultural biotechnology in the European Union is Council Directive
2001/18/EC, “On the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms.”
Directive 2001/18/EC covers all aspects of biotech regulation, including field trials, cultivation,



importation, and processing, and establishes a common process to approve biotech events for use in
the European Union. Member States were required to transpose Directive 2001/18/EC into national
law by October 2002. Greece has fully incorporated EU regulations on biotechnology into national

law, yet it often fails to comply with EU decisions.

EU regulations, unlike directives, do not need to be adopted into national legislation and
immediately become enforceable as law in Member States. Regulation EC No 1829/2003,
“Genetically Modified Food and Feed,” obligates individual Member States to accept biotech events
that the EU deems safe, and it creates a single application to authorize the release of biotech products
into the environment (For more information on EU approval procedures for biotech products, see
E49052).

Several Member States have banned specific biotech crops and products by invoking the safeguard
clause of Article 23, Directive 2001/18/EC. The safeguard clause allows Member States to ban a
biotech product if it finds new scientific information that the product poses a threat to the
environment or human health. However, that decision is subject to scientific review within 60 days
by the EC’s Scientific Committee. Some Member States, led by Austria and the Netherlands, have
proposed that EU countries should be allowed to issue National Cultivation Bans to individually
prohibit any use of biotech crops within their borders, either in terms of planting or importation, that
would not be subject to review by EU scientific panels. Nevertheless, current legislation requires
countries to abide by EU decisions regarding the approval of specific biotech products.

Member States have invoked the safeguard clause nine previous times under the former biotech
regulations (Council Directive 90/220/EEC), each of which was ruled by the Scientific Committee to
be unjustified. Austria invoked the clause three times, France twice, and once each by Germany,
Luxembourg, Greece, and the United Kingdom. In each case, the EC informed the Member State to
lift its ban after the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) ruled it to be scientifically unjustified.
More recently, Greece, France, Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Luxembourg banned MON 810
under the safeguard clause of Directive 2001/18/EC.

Commission Decision 98/294/EC of 22 April 1998, in line with Council Directive 90/220/EEC,
specifically approves the use of MON 810 corn for food, feed, and cultivation. Approved biotech
events must be reauthorized every ten years. MON 810 is currently undergoing reauthorization, but
in the meantime, it remains approved until the process is completed. In June 2009, EFSA issued its
scientific opinion that “MON 810 is as safe as its conventional counterpart with respect to potential
effects on human and animal health.”

Prohibited biotech products in Greece

Greece, in defiance of its EU obligations, banned all uses of MON 810 in 2007 by invoking the
safeguard clause of Directive 2001/18/EC. EFSA ruled that “no specific scientific evidences, in
terms of risk to human and animal health and the environment, were provided that would justify a
prohibition of cultivation of maize MON 810 authorised in Greece.” The European Commission
subsequently ordered Greece to lift the ban, as well as its ban on Bayer T25 corn. Until MON 810 is
officially re-approved for use in the EU, which is unlikely before the end of 2009, it is unclear what
action the European Commission will take against Member States that have banned MON 810.



Greece amended its ban of MON 810, originally known as GOG Min Ag Ministerial Decision No
303061/7505/June 28, 2007, in May 2008. It was further updated on August 4, 2009. The 2009
amendment extended Greece’s ban on all biotech strains of corn seed for an additional two years,
including all those cited by June 3, 2009 in the 27" version of the Common Variety Catalogue and
its supplements. The decision also extended the ban on MON 810 importation and cultivation from
70 to 100 types of seeds.

In addition to banning all uses of MON 810, Greece has banned four other biotech events since
1997. Table 1 shows the particular bans that Greece enforces. Until 2007, all five bans shown were
in violation of EU regulation, as the European Commission had approved these products following
positive evaluation by scientific committees. However, in March 2007, the EU withdrew approval
for Bt-176 corn, Topas 19/2 rapeseed, and Ms1XRf1 rapeseed. The United States, Argentina, and
Canada have since brought the case to the WTO to contest the new bans. For these three varieties,
Greece is no longer in violation of EU law, but the EU regulations violate WTO agreements. The
remaining two bans for Bayer T25 corn and MON 810 corn continue to be in clear violation of EU
regulation.

Greece: Table 1. EU-Approved Biotech Products Prohibited in Greece
Event Banned Scope Date of Ban
Bayer MS1XRf1 rapeseed Cultivation/Import/Processing 1998
Bayer Rapeseed Topas 19/2 | Cultivation/Import/Processing 1998
Bayer T25 corn Cultivation/Import/Processing 1997
Monsanto MON 810 corn Cultivation/Import/Processing 2001
Syngenta Bt176 corn Cultivation/Import/Processing 1997

Greece has not approved field release for any biotech crop, either for research or cultivation. Greece
maintains a zero-tolerance policy for most transgenic material in cotton seeds for planting, requiring
laboratory certification prior to shipment from the United States. For EU-approved biotech corn
varieties, the tolerance level is set at 0.5%. Austria, France, Hungary, and Italy are also in violation
of EU regulation by maintaining national bans on all biotech cultivation.

The Greek Ministry of Environment is responsible for approving new crops, while the Ministry of
Agriculture and the Hellenic Agency for Food Control (EFET) are responsible for approving food
ingredients and food items. EFET and the Ministry of Agriculture are both in charge of enforcing
compliance with EU legislation. Numerous domestic political constraints prevent the national
government from complying with EU decisions on biotechnology. The primary obstacle is strongly
anti-biotech public opinion. One study of Greek consumers found that 89% of respondents
considered biotechnology to be a potential health risk, higher than any other perceived health risk,
such as BSE or mycotoxins.

The WTO ruled in September 2006 that EU biotech policy violated its international obligations. In
case WT/DS291, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body ruled in favor of the United States, Canada, and
Argentina that the EU had violated Article 8 of the SPS Agreement with its de facto moratorium on
the approval of biotech products. For background on EU biotech violations, Appendix 1 includes a



list of specific complaints the United States brought against the EU in WT/DS291.

Appendix 1.

Notifieations under Directive 2001/18 (and 20/220) — Deliberate Release

(RM3-3, RM3-4
and BMI-6)

food/fzed use; already
approved for sead

18 Dac. 1998

. . Scientific
Bitech Product Di"; Submitted to | Date Received | o o, Status in EC under 90/220 Status in EC under 2001/18'
Member State by Commission Action
Bayer cilsesdrape | Apr. 1953 27 Tuly 1995 WA Favorabls opinion from Art. 21 WA
(MSLFFI) (France—for impert Commuttes, Commmszion Decizion
and processing; already approving product, & Tume 1997
approved for sead France (nofifying member State)
produetion) refused to implement
Bayer hybad Apr 1993 27 July 1995 NA Favorable opinton from Art. 21 WA
oulseed rape {France) Committes, Commonission Decizion
MSLFF2) approving product, June &, 1997
France (nofifying member State)
refused to implement
Bejo Zaden red- 1994 20 Sept. 1596 Positive Wot submitted to Art. 21 Commuttee | WA
hearted chicory (Metherlands—dor assessmant

produciion)
Bayer oil:esd raps 1 Apr. 1956 23 Nov. 1996 Positive Mot submitted to Art. 21 Committes | Submutted to Germany
(Faleon GS40/50) (Grammany) assessment MNotification C/DESA/S
14 Tuly 1998 i
SNIF* publiched 14 Fab. 2003
Bayer hybizd 30 Sapt. 19595 Tan 16, 1997 Pazitive Mot submutted to Art. 21 Committes | Submmtted to Belzion
oilzeed rape (Belzmm) assessment Motification C/BESS/01
MS8FRF2) 15 May 1998
SNIF published 7 Fab. 2003
Trifolnm’ 15 Fah. 1997 9 Oct. 1997 Positive ot submutted to Art. 21 Conmuitee | Submitted to Denmark
. . Scientific
Biotech Produce | DateSubmittedto | Date Received | £ o Status in EC under 90/220 Status in EC under 2001/18'
Member State by Commission Action
Monsante/ Damsce | (Denmark) assessment Motfication CDE97/01
Fomundup Ready 23 hme 1993
fodder beet (A5/15) SNIF published 3 Mar. 2003
Monsanto Bt cotton | 3 Dec. 1996 24 Nov. 1997 Positive Megative opinton from Art. 21 Submitted to Spam
(331) (Spam) assessment Conmuttee, Fab, 11, 199%; not Notification C/ES/96/02
14 July 1998 submutted to Council
SNIF publishad 14 Feb. 2003
IMonsanto Fomdup | 30 June 1957 24 Mow. 1997 Positive Magative opinton from Art. 21 Submitted to Spain
Feady cotton (Spam) asseszmant Commuttes Fab. 11, 1999; not Netification C/ES/S7/01
(FRC14435) 14 July 1998 submuitted to Council
SNIF published 14 Feb. 2003
Amvlogens starch & Ang. 1995 20 May 1998 Pozitive Mot submutted to Art, 21 Comumittes | Subnutted to Sweden
potato {date notification assessment Notification C/SE/S6/3501
acknowledzad) 18 July 2002
(Swaden) SMIF Published 3 Feb. 2003
Bayer wintar 15 Fsb. 1998 25 Oct, 1998 Pomitive Mot submutted to Art. 21 Comumittes | Subnutted to Germany
oilzeed rape {Gammany) assessment Notification C/DESEE
{Liberator 30 Now. 2000
pHoeblAc) SHNIF Publizhed 17 Feb. 2003
Synzentz 1998 12 Apy 1999 Pasitive Mot submutted to Art. 21 Commuttes | Subnmtted to Francs
slufosinate tolerant | (France — for assessment Netification CF/96/05-10
and Bt culiivation]} 30 Novw. 2000
resistant (Bi-11) SHMIF Published 30 Tune 2003
com
Faverable assessment by
French anthonty publizhad
29 Tuly 2003
Mensanto Rowndup | 27 May 1998 20 May 1999 Pasitive Mot submutted to Art. 21 Commmuttes; | Subnutted to Spam
Feadv com (Spain — for cultrvation) assessment scope of application changed 18 Jan. | Notification C/ES/98/01




Biotech Product

Date Submitted to
Member State

Diate Received
by Commizzion

Scientific
Committee
Action

Statu: in EC under 20/220

Status in EC under 2001/18'

[EA I

22 Sept. 2000

2001, to melnde mpert

(mportusa enlv; nat
cultivation)

SNIF publishad 17 Feb. 2003

Monsanto Roundup
Feady oilsead 1aps
(GT73)

21 May 1995

(France — for
culttvation; application
for import withdrawm &
Tuly 1998)

[see GT73 below]

Svnzenta Bt hovbind
com (Bt-11)

17 hune 1956
{France — for
cultivation;
resubmitted 5 Nov,
1998 at raquest of

Monzanto Rowmndup
Feady oilsead 1aps
(GT73)

French authonties)
T July 1998
(Matherlands — for
import)

Submitted to Natherlands
Motification C/INL/SE11
(mmportuse cnly; not
eultivation)

SNIF published 22 Tan 2003
Favorable assessment by

Drateh anthority published
22 Tan. 2003

Bayer Liberty Link
sovbeans
(A2704-12 and

AS5547-127)

13 Oct. 1993
(Belgium)

Submitted to Belgium
Motification C/BE28/01
(mportusa cnly; not
cultivation)

SNIF published 7 Fab. 2003

. . Scientific
Biotech Product Di‘f; Submitted o | Date Received |\ o Status in EC under 90/220 Status in EC under 2001/18'
Member State by Commission Action
MMonsanto/ 212 Dec 19598 Submitted to Belgivm
Syngentz Foundup | (Belzium. Motification
Feady sugar beat Tnses: ubmatted in C/BES9/01
France in 1996 and
withdrawn) SNIF published 7 Fab. 2003
Bayer Liberty Link | 4 Feb. 1999 Submitted to UK Notification
oilzeed rape (UKD CIGB/ASMS/2 (importfuse
(T45 & Tepas 19/2) only; not cultivation)
(stack)
SNIF publishad 10 Feb. 2003
{seeds with the lne containing
evant T45 anly; stack with
Topas 192 has been replaced
1n the markst and ne longer
commearcially relevant)
Stonavilla B3IV 29 Apr. 1599 Subnutted to Spam
cotton (10213, (Spam) Netification C/ES/99/01
10222, 10224
(formerly held by SNIF publishad 21 July 2003
Avventis and
Calzena)
IMonsanto 3 Sept. 1999 Submitted to Spam
aizGard Rommdup | (Spam) Notifieatien C/ES/99/02
Eeady (MO E10 {mmport'use cnly; not
& GA2L) com cultivation)
(stack)
SNIF publishad 17 Feb. 2003
Bayer Liberty Link | 15 Diec. 1999 A
suzar beet (Drenmark)
(T120-T)
Pioneer Dow 23 Now. 2000 Submitted to Watherlands




Date Submitted to

Date Received

Scientifie

, - . . . . . . nal
Biotech Produet Member State by Commission (.u;-;.z:;:e& Status in EC under $0/220 Status in EC under 2001/18
AzroSciences (Matherlands — for Notfieation CINLO010
Bt com CrylF Import) (mportuse only; not
(1507) cultivation)
SNIF publizhed 14 Feb. 2003
Pionear/Thowr 11 Tuly 2001 Submittad to Spam
AzroSciences (Spam — for cultrvation) MNonfieation C/ES/01/101
Bt corn CrylF
{1507 SNIF publishad 17 Feb. 2003
IMonzanto Foumdup | 21 Dec. 2000 Submittad to Spam
Eeady com (Spam} MNonfieation CESDD0]
(NE603) (mportuse only; not
cultivation)
SNIF published 22 JTan. 2003
Favorable aszessment by
Spanich authenity published
22 Tam 2003
Applications Withdrawn
. . Scientific
Product Date Submitted to | Date Submitted | ., Status in EC under 90/220 Status in EC under 200118
Member State to Commizsion Action
Fionger Bt com 1995 6 Aung. 1995 Pozitive HNagzative opinion from Art. 21
(MON 309) (France) asseszmant Commuttes m Mo, 1998; not
19 May 1993 submuitted to Counci
Zensca extendad 1994 24 Nov. 1997 Positiv Nagzative opinion from Art. 21
shelf life tomato (Spam) asseszmant Commuttes mn Dec. 1998; not
(TGT7-F) 23 Tume 1993 submuitted to Counci
Mensanto Rowmdup | 6 WNow. 1997 28 Oce. 1999 Pozitive Mot submmztted to Art. 2] Commnuites; | [see GA2IL above]
Raady com (K. — for import) assessmeent application withdrawm 29 Mar. 2001
(GA21) 22 Sept. 2000
Pioneer Liberty 28 Tune 1995 29 Apr 1999 Positive Mot subnwited to Art. 21 Commutiee;
Link and Bt (T25 & | (Metherlands) assessment application withdrawm 12 Dec, 2002
MON 810) com & Tune 2000

(=tack)

PFioneer Trepent
migh-oleic sovbean
(260-05)

19 June 1958
(MWatherlands — for
import

Application withdrawm 12 Dec. 2002




Eeqguests Under Regulation 155897 — Novel Food:

Date Submitted to

Scientific Committes

Bistech Product Member State Action Status in EC
Bejo-Zaden Transgeme | 8 Apr. 1998 Under assessment Pending
Radiccluo rosso (THetherlands)

Positrve Member State

Aszassment
Bgjo-Zadan 8 Apr. 1998 Under assessment Pending
Tramszemie Green (TWetherlands)
hearted chicory

Positrve Mamber State

Azzessment
IMonzanto Fowmdup 24 Tuly 1998 Positrve assessment Pending
Eeady com (GA 21) (THetherlands) 27 Feb. 2002

Positrve Member State

Aszassment
Svngenta Bt-11 sweet 11 Feb. 1595 Positrve assessoeent Pending
oI (TWetherlands) 17 Apr. 2002

Posttrve Mambar State

Aszessment
Pionsar Trupont high- 25 Tuly 1998 Stall with Mamber State
oleic sovbean (260-03) (THetherlands) competent autharity
Bayer LibertvLink 2 Falb, 1999 Stall with Member State
sovbeans (Belzimm) competent authority
Monsanto Maisizard 16 Mar. 2000 Stall with Member State
Foumdup Feady com (Wetherlands) competent authority
(A 21 & MO EL0)
(ztack)
Monsanta/ 3 Now. 1999 Stall with hember State
Syngenta Foundup (Wetherlands) competent authority
Beadv sugar best (771
Pionser/Thow 26 Feb. 2001 Stall wath Member State
AzroSciences (TNetherlands) competent autharity
Bt corm G IF (1507
Idonzanto Fowmdup June 2001 Pending
Eeady com (WE&03) (Wetherlands)

Posttrve Mamber State

Aszessment

Application Withdrawn

Zenzca extended shelf | Positive MS Assessment | Positrve aszessiment | Application withdrasm
life tomato (TGT7-F) 23 Sept. 1999
Pionser Liberty Link and | 20 Apr. 2000 Application withdrasm
Bt (T25 x MON 810} | (Netherlands)

coan (stack)




MNational Marketing and Import Bans

Member State

Products

Natonal Meazures

Amstria

Com: Bt-176, MO 810, T25

Faderal Official Jommal of 13 Fab. 1987, 45,
Fegulation of the Federal M=oy for Hezlth
and Consumer Protaction (Bt-176)
(Bunmdesgererzblart of 13/TI/1957, 43,
Verordnumg der Bundezministerien fuer
sundneit und Eonsumentensehuiz (Bt-176)).

Federal Oficial Jowmal of 10 Tune 1999, 175,
Regulation of the Federal Mmzister for Women
and Conzumer Protection (WO 2107
(Bumdesgeserzblar of 1LOVL19599, 175
Ferordnumg der Bundezminisrevin fuer
Frausnangelegenheiten und

Ferbrawcherschurz (MO 2107)

Federal Official Towmal of 28 Apr. 2000, 120,
Regulation of the Federal Minzster for Soeial
Protection and Generations (T25]
(Bumdesgeserzblar of 28TWV/2000, 120,
Ferardnung der Bundesministevin fuer soziale
Sicherheit wund Grenerationen (T25))

France

Fapesesd: CTEMSSDY ] and
CUEQ4MLT

Official Journal, Mo, 200, 18 Now. 1593,
p. 17379; extensions published m Official
Jowrmal, Ne. 267, 30 Aug. 2001, p. 13803

Gemmany

Com: Bt-176

Latter from Fobert Koch Institute of the
Federal Health Office, Center for Gene
Technology, to Wovartis Seeds A, Basal

31 Mar. 2000 {ordermg suspsnsion of approval
to release comm vanety Bt-176)

(reece

Fapesesd: Topa: 192

Government Gazette [Efimeriz Tis
Kyvemizaos] of the Hellame Fapublic, Issue
Mo. 1008, 25 Sept. 1998, p. 3.

Italy

Comm: Bt-11, MON 809,
MON 810, T23

(Official Gazatte of the Ttalian Fepublic,
Diacres of the Prazident of the Coumne:l of the
Mimisters, General senes — o, 184,

8 Aug. 2000 (suspending commeicizlization
and use)

Lumembourz

Com: Bt-176

Official Jowmal of the Grand-Duchy of
Liccembourg, A —Wo. 10, 28 Fab. 1957,
p. 618




