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Costa Rica will increase sanitary surveillance of live animals from countries affected by the HIN1
flu. However, no import restrictions are expected to be imposed at this time on swine or pork from
the United States.

General Information:

As a result of the cases of the flu caused by the HIN1 virus in Mexico and other countries, the
Ministry of Agriculture, activated a sanitary alert through its National Animal Health Service
(SENASA).

“With these actions, we reinforce surveillance of imported products from affected countries at the
borders. In addition, we have instructed all the technical and veterinary personnel at SENASA, in
charge of epidemiological surveillance, to be on permanent alert and to maintain surveillance actions
to detect any manifestation similar or compatible with avian or swine influenza at the field level”,



said Yayo Vicente, Director General of SENASA.

“These are normal alerts in response to uncommon events in other countries, which result in a more
active surveillance from the institutions involved in the prevention of a possible entry into the
country (of the disease), added Vicente.

SENASA also stated that there is no risk of getting the disease from consumption of pork and
poultry meat and by-products.

In related news in one of the major local newspapers, the Chamber of Pork Producers indicated that
members maintain controls on local production and have activated sanitary protocols to assure
consumers that there is no risk related to pork consumption. According to the Chamber, 97% of the
pork consumed in the country is locally produced.



