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General Information:  
 

Introduction: 

 

On August 8, 2012, The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a new 

advisory regarding product approval procedures for products and ingredients.  The advisory applies to 

all food business operators (FBOs), including exporters and importers. 

Specifically, the advisory notes that: 

 

1. All FBOs manufacturing any article of food containing ingredients or substances not yet been 

assessed for safety concerns or  introduced in India for the first time, need to apply for the 

product approval with the FSSAI before applying for the license to carry out their business in 

India.   

2. If one FBO has applied for product approval, other FBOs manufacturing/importing the same 

product need not apply for product approval.  

3. FSSAI will issue a provisional “no objection certificate (NOC)” to existing license 

holders/importers of proprietary food products/ingredients.  The NOC will also be issued for 

new product/ingredients which have a safe record of human consumption or have been assessed 

for safety concerns in other countries. 

4. If a new product or ingredient has not yet been assessed for safety concerns, it will not receive a 

provisional “No Objection Certificate” (NOC), but rather will be referred to the FSSAI scientific 

panels/scientific committees for approval. 

5.  Manufacturers of traditional foods like atta (flour), suji (semolina), dal (pulses), bhujia (potato 

flakes) etc… need not to apply for product approval. 

6.  FBOs who have a valid license under the Act, or under the orders mentioned in the second 

schedule of Food Safety and Standards Act, can continue operating pending product approval or 

issuance of the NOC. 
  

For further details regarding the additional advisory on product approval procedures, please refer to the 

FSSAI notification that is available online at:  

http://fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Advisory(08-08-2012).pdf   A list of FSSAI advisories is available at: 

http://fssai.gov.in/product_approval.aspx. A list of NOCs issued to date can also be found at: 

http://fssai.gov.in/Outreach/Noc.aspx 

 

For further information, please refer to GAIN reports IN2053 “FSSAI Introduces Product Approval 

Procedure in India”, IN2054 “Approval Procedure of Manufactured or Imported Proprietary Products”, 

IN 2068 “FSSAI Additional Advisory on Product Approval Procedure,” and IN2104 “FSSAI Extends 

Time Period on Renewal of Licenses and Registration.” 

  

http://fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/FOOD-ACT.pdf
http://fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Advisory%2808-08-2012%29.pdf
http://fssai.gov.in/product_approval.aspx
http://fssai.gov.in/Outreach/Noc.aspx


 
  



 

  
  

  

  

                     

  

 


