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Report Highlights:

Croatian farmers, unhappy with the Government's recent announcement of a 40 percent reduction in
agricultural subsidies, are protesting for the 4" day in most of Croatia’s agricultural regions. They claim the
Government still owes approximately $40 million in subsidies from 2008, as well as installments for 2009.
The Government argues that the recent announcement to reduce agricultural subsidies in Croatia is needed
partly to comply with EU regulations on how such subsidies can be structured and partly due to state budget
constraints. It appears that the protests will continue because farmers are not satisfied with the progress of
the talks with the Ministry of Agriculture thus far.

General Information:

Croatian farmers, unhappy with the Government's recent announcement of a 40 percent reduction in
agricultural subsidies, are protesting for the 4" day in most of Croatia’s agricultural regions. They claim the
Government still owes approximately $40 million in subsidies from 2008, as well as installments for 2009.
The Government argues that the recent announcement to reduce agricultural subsidies in Croatia is needed
partly to comply with EU regulations on how such subsidies can be structured and partly due to state budget
constraints.



The Minister of Agriculture says that he is listening to farmers and their problems, but he can not discuss the
issue of raising subsidies because of current constraints in the budget. However, he is willing to workout
potential help in production inputs like fertilizers. Nevertheless, it appears that the protests will continue
because farmers are not satisfied with the progress of the talks with the Ministry of Agriculture thus far.



