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Report Highlights:
Late season rains will impact fresh cherry production and exports.



General Information:

According to the Chilean Fruit Producers Association (Fedefurta), the heavy rain on Dec. 11, 2010
caused significant cherry losses in the primary cherry producing region in the Central Valley, south f
Santiago.

Heavy rain from 12 to 25 millimeters (half-inch to an inch) and hail in some areas damaged up to
7,000 metric tons of cherries in central Chile, south of Santiago, concentrated in the regions near
Rancagua and Talca. The sunny days that followed the rainfall lead to the splitting of the rain
soaked fruit, resulting in fruit not suitable for export markets. Based on reports from the growers,
Fedefruta estimates that between 1.2 million and 1.5 million cartons were damaged, the equivalent
of 6,000 to 7,000 metric tons. “This figure, however, will likely increase because the fruit must go
through packing, where it will undergo rigorous sorting in order to deliver fruit with the condition
and quality required by international markets.”

The industry had estimated that for this season, as a large number of new orchards are coming into
production, exports of 11 million 5-kilogram cartons, with a value of over US $300 million. The
damaged fruit represents about 10% of the estimates that is US$30 million or 1.5 million cases of
the expected 11 million cases to be harvested. But, despite the loss, the final cherry export total are
expected to exceed last year’s exports by more than 30 percent. Among the cherry varieties
damaged were Bing, Lapins, Rainier, Kordia, Sweetheart and Stella, which were in full harvest,
according to Fedefruta.

The main markets for Chile’s cherry exports are the United States and China.



