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Summary: 

 

On June 10, 2015, the Hong Kong government (HKG) submitted to the Legislative Counsel a proposed 

regulation that will require mandatory health certification for egg product imports.  The mandatory 

certification is proposed to become effective December 5, 2015. This measure has been under 

consideration since 2008 at which time the U.S. and Hong Kong established a certification protocol for 

U.S. shell egg exports.  Since that time the underlying certification legislation has remained pending and 

use of the certificate for U.S. shell egg exports to Hong Kong was voluntary.  In April 2015, the Hong 

Kong government proposed additional attestations and an expansion to the scope of regulated products 

to include liquid and powdered eggs under legislative consideration.  Therefore, Hong Kong approached 

the U.S. with proposed revisions to the 2008 certificate language and scope of covered products. 

  

Background 

 

In late 2006, in response to food safety concerns of imported egg products, the Hong Kong government 

began discussions to require egg product certification. In 2008, the U.S. and Hong Kong authorities 

concluded an agreement on U.S. shell egg product certification for export to Hong Kong which would 

come into effect when the legislation passed. Until recently, the Hong Kong government has encouraged 

importers to supply the health certificate with U.S. shell egg imports on a voluntary basis. Now, 

however, the Hong Kong government is moving to mandatory certification and expanding the range of 

affected egg product imports in response to avian influenza risks and recommendations from the OIE. 

 

The Proposed Legislation 

 

The scope of products in the proposed legislation includes the following egg categories: 

  

 shelled or unshelled; 

 raw or partly-cooked; 

 salted, preserved or otherwise processed; 

 in frozen, liquid or dried form; or 

 containing any functional ingredient. 

 

Fully cooked egg products and those egg products constituting one of the ingredients of a compounded 

food will not be covered by this new regulation.   

 

When the regulation becomes effective in December 2015, Hong Kong importers will be required to 

apply for import authorization prior to arrival and exporters will be required to provide a health 

certificate for all regulated egg shipments.  

 

U.S. Health Certificates  

 

A) Shell Eggs 

 

Certificates for U.S. shell egg shipments to Hong Kong negotiated in 2008 include (1) the Shell Egg 



Grading Certificate (PY-210S) and (2) Disease Free Certification Statements for Hong Kong (appendix 

1a and 1b).  However, the HKG has recently suggested modifications to the certificate attestations. 

 

 

B) Pasteurized Eggs such as Liquid and Powdered Egg Products 

 

The HKG has proposed an expansion in the scope of egg products requiring mandatory health 

certification to include liquid and powdered egg products.  Because these products were not addressed in 

the 2008 certificate, the US will need to consider changes proposed by Hong Kong to its health 

certificate for liquid and powdered egg product exports to Hong Kong (appendix 2).   

 

Statistics 

 

Table 1: U.S. Egg Product Exports to Hong Kong, US$ thousand 
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44,8
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49,3
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52,2

63 14,768 14,745 

 407210

000 

CHICKN EGG 

FRESH 

38,7

70 

42,2

15 

45,3

31 12,316 12,708 3 

408990

000 

BRD EGG 

N/SH,FR 
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DRVTS 25 9 260 12 0 

 408910
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BRD EGGS 

N/SHELL 21 223 128 58 32 -46 

407110
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H 361 432 32 32 0 
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D 33 23 8 0 0 

 407000 BIRD 0 0 0 0 0 

 



020 EGGS/HATC
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040 

BRD EGG 

FR,PR,CK 0 0 0 0 0 

 407900
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BIRD EGGS, 

PR/CK 60 49 0 0 13 

 408110
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EGG YOLKS, 

DRIED 0 22 0 0 0 

 Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau Trade Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 A : Shell Egg Grading Certificate for Hong Kong agreed in 2008 



 
 

 

Appendix 1 B: Disease Free Certification Statements for Hong Kong agreed in 2008 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2:  FSIS health certificate used by traders on voluntary basis for pasteurized eggs shipments 

to Hong Kong 

 
 

  

  


