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Report Highlights:

This report clarifies the ingredient disclosure requirements for import clearance. Exact percentages are
not required for each ingredient.



Labeling Requirements:

In response to USG questions, the Ministry of Health & Welfare (MHW) and the Korean Food & Drug
Administration (KFDA) have separately confirmed in writing that exact percentages for each ingredient
are not required for import clearance. In particular, MHW confirmed this in 1998 and KFDA later re-
affirmed it in 2007.

We, however, periodically receive inquires from the trade on this subject since some importers ask for
this information without realizing that it's not required. The following describes what is
generally needed in terms of ingredient disclosure.

Importers are required to submit the names of all the ingredients and only the percentages for the major
ingredients and food additives for the purposes of product classification. This is explicitly stated on the
government's official import application (see highlighted text in the next section). Based upon past
experience, major ingredients include the top one or two ingredients by weight. For example, the major
ingredient in bread would be flour.

The trade is advised to contact FAS/Seoul if there are any questions on this particular subject. Our
contact information follows.

American Embassy Seoul
Office of Agricultural Affairs
Office Hours:  8:30 AM —5:00 PM

Telephone: (011-82-2) 397-4297
Tel-Embassy:  (011-82-2) 397-4114
Fax: (011-82-2) 738-7147

Email-FAS: agseoul@fas.usda.gov



mailto:agseoul@fas.usda.gov

Import Application:

[Attachment 3]

Import notification for foods, etc.

(Page 1)

Processing duration

Document inspection: 2 days

Organoleptic inspection: 3 days

Random sampling inspection: 5 days

Laboratory inspection: 10 days (14 days for foods subject
to incubation testing)

(1) Notification type

Regular notification

Pre-notification

(3) Receipt number

Agricultural/forest/livestock/marine

products (a)
(2) Product category . Processed foods Receipt Year/Month/Day
. Food additives date
. Equipment or containers/ packages

Business Name

registration No.
(5) Importer Business name

Address

Business Name

registration No.
(6)
Manufacturer/processor Business name

Address
(7) Product name (10) Total quantity reported (unit: )
(8) Product name (in Korean) (11) Total weight reported Kg
(9) Total # of shipments (12) Taxable value (Unit: USS)
(13) Shipment No. (14) Cargo control No.
(15) HSK No. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 (16) Usage

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
(17) Ingredl.ent/materlal/ Please list on page 2
manufacturing process
(18) Shelf life From (manufacturing date) (Year/Month/Date)
To (Year/Month/Date)
(20)
(19) Country of origin (country) Exporting
country

M | | | | Company name




name

ICompan

IAddress
[Address
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(Telephone)

Year/Month/Date
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Genetically modified food
labeling
Use of irradiation Irradiated the finished product ( ) Irradiated ingredients ( ) Not applicable ( )
OEM Products Yes( ) No( )
| hereby notify the above in accordance with Article 19 of the Food Sanitation Act and Article 12-1 of the Enforcement Decree of the Act.
Year/Month/Date
Notifier (Signature or seal)

Labeled ( ) Not-labeled ( )

To the Head of the Regional KFDA

(Page 2)

Name of raw materials Name of raw materials
or name of material in Composition . or name of material in Composition
. R P No Material Code . . P
direct contact with (%) direct contact with (%)

food food
15

No Material Code

16

17




4 1 1 1 18 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
5 1 1 1 19 1 1 1
1 | | | | 1
6 1 1 1 20 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
7 1 ! ! 21 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
8 1 1 1 22 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
9 1 1 1 23 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
10 1 1 1 24 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
11 1 1 1 25 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
12 1 1 1 26 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
13 1 1 1 27 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
14 [ [ [ 28 [ [ [
1 1 1 1 1 1

Manufacturing process |

* Required documents

1.

A copy of an inspection certificate or inspection report (applicable only to foods, etc. subject to laboratory inspection as specified in
Annex4, paragraph 2. of the Enforcement Rule of the Food Sanitation Act, for which laboratory testing is conducted by food sanitation
inspection institutes or foreign testing laboratories recognized by the KFDA Commissioner)

Package containing labeling information in the Korean language (including package attached with a sticker containing printed information
in the Korean language or a copy of documents containing labeling information represented in the Korean language

IP handling certificates or an equivalent certificate recognized by the government of the exporting country (applicable only to foods
subject to GMO labeling requirement that does not bear GMO labeling)

A copy of documents showing how shelf life was determined in accordance with Article 45, Paragraph 1-3 (applicable only to food with
OEM mark according to Article 44, Paragraph 5 of the Act)

Documents that the KFDA Commissioner deems necessary to ensure the safety of food following risk information

* Note

When import report is submitted through internet, the above documents stated in 1 may not be required. All required document may be
attached in an image file (PDF file or others).

The raw material name on Page 2 refers to food or food additives contained in a product and all raw material names shall be stated. For
product type classification, the composition ratio of the major raw materials and amounts or percentage of food additives used in the
product, for which usage amount is set, shall be stated. In the case of equipment or containers/packages, the codes and names of
materials in direct contact with foods and food additives shall be stated.

Inspection fee shall be determined according to the fee table established in “KFDA and CDC Testing Request Rule”

In case of import report for items with different shelf life (or manufacturing date), the shortest shelf life (manufacturing date) shall be
stated on the section for “(18) Shelf Life” on Page 1. All different shelf life (manufacturing date) shall be stated on Page 3 per with weight
and taxable value per each shelf life.

The same product imported in a same vessel on the same arrival date shall be considered as one shipment and make an import report
accordingly.

Concerning “Manufacturing company”, the name and address of the company that actually manufactures/processes the product shall be
stated.







