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Report Highlights:

Korea is facing its largest ever foot and mouth disease (FMD) crisis with a reported 194,000
animals culled to date. The virus has hit the nation’s two provinces home to the nation’s livestock
industry. Cattle and swine carcass prices, though, remain strong and demand steady as consumers
have become accustomed to repeated disease outbreaks over the years.



General Information:

On November 29, Korea reported an outbreak of FMD in the southeastern province of
Kyeongsangbuk-do to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE.) Since the initial finding,
there have been several other cases in the region and new findings several hundred kilometers away
have been reported in Gyeongi-do the province surrounding Seoul, which is the heart of the nation’s
livestock and dairy industries. The distant outbreaks appear to be related, but how the virus is
spreading over such long distances is still unknown. Maps identifying outbreak locations can be
found on the OIE website.

The Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries (MIFAFF) is culling cattle and pigs in the
affected farms and animals within a 500m radius are being culled and buried as a pre-emptive
measure. As of December 17, a total of 179,000 animals had been depopulated. Of that total, there
were 29,000 cattle and 150,000 swine, which represent just a fraction of one percent of total
livestock inventories.

Over the weekend (Dec 18-19), the local media reported that additional cases were discovered in
Gyeongi-do, bringing the total number of animals (swine + cattle) to 194,000 animals, which is the
largest number of animals ever culled in the country due to FMD. Korea has battled the FMD
outbreaks several times over the last decade with the first reported case in 2000, followed by another
flare up in 2002, and now twice this year. MIFAFF does not think vaccination is an option at this
point since it will take longer to regain disease freedom status. MIFAFF vaccinated after the
outbreaks in 2002.

The outbreaks in Kyeongsangbuk-do and Gyeongi-do are very disconcerting since they represent the
heart of the nation’s livestock industry. Kyeongsangbuk-do is home to the largest number of beef
cattle, while Gyeongi-do is the biggest producer of dairy cattle and swine. Production figures are
included in a table at the end of the report.

To date, though, the latest round of outbreaks has had almost no negative impact on livestock prices.
Cattle and swine carcass prices have fluctuated somewhat over the past few weeks, but are actually
higher now than they were before the first outbreak reported in late November. Cattle carcass prices
range from 14,200-14,800 won/kg while swine carcass prices have ranged between 4000-4,500
won/kg. A price series is included at the end of the report.

One of the main reasons prices have remained strong is consumers have become accustomed,
perhaps even desensitized over the years due to repeated outbreaks of FMD and avian influenza. In
addition, the government’s outreach efforts to educate consumers about FMD and other diseases
have kept consumers from overreacting. If the virus continues to spread, though, consumers could
become nervous and cut back on eating pork and beef.

The press reported that MIFAFF is considering requiring all travelers that have been on farms,
which are considered a possible transmission vector, to go through a sterilization process prior to
entering the country. However, this proposal, which is currently under review by Justice



Department officials, is not likely to get any real traction since it would likely be seen as a violation
of civil liberties.
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