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Report Highlights:

Following the Chinese milk scandal of 2008, Bangladeshi scientists discovered harmful traces of melamine in eight
powdered milk brands sold in Bangladesh. Even though there were some discrepancies in laboratory findings,
Bangladesh Import Policy Order 2009-12 requires the competent authority in exporting countries to certify that milk and
milk products shipped to Bangladesh are melamine—free.



General Information:
Melamine detected in eight brands of powdered milk

In fiscal year 2008, Bangladesh imported 42,587 tons of milk powder from 11 countries. Approximately 11 percent (4,747
tons) of milk was imported from China. After the September 2008 report of the fatality of four children and an estimated
53,000 cases of infants suffering from acute kidney failure due to melamine contaminated milk, the Bangladesh
Standardization and Testing Institute (BSTI) collected samples of eight powdered milk products. The samples were tested
at three laboratories — the BSTI laboratory, the Department of Chemistry laboratory and Plasma Plus, a private laboratory.
The Department of Chemistry report was the only one released to the public. It revealed that all the eight milk powder
brands (none originating from the U. S.) contained elevated melamine levels. As there were some discrepancies in the
results from the three laboratories, the Government of Bangladesh requested that the samples be subjected to further testing
at the Bureau of Quality and Safety of Food in Bangkok, and at two other local public laboratories. While the test results
from these laboratories have remained confidential, there have been unconfirmed reports that four non-Chinese brands
were found to be within the safe limits.

Meanwhile, in response to a Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh (HRPB) petition, the Bangladesh High Court issued
an order to stop sales and the display of eight brands of 'melamine-contaminated' powdered milk.

Bangladesh Import Policy Order to require “melamine-free” certification for imports of milk and milk products

While there have been no official reports of sickness in Bangladesh due to melamine contaminated milk powder, in
October 2008, the Government of Bangladesh banned the importation of powder milk from China.

The increased public concern over the presence of melamine in milk powders prompted the Government of Bangladesh to
introduce a new provision in the Import Policy Order 2009-12, requiring melamine-free certification for imported milk and
milk products. Importers must now submit a “melamine—free certificate” issued by the competent authority in the
exporting country. The following is an unofficial English translation of the relevant section of the Bangladesh Import
Policy Order 2009-12. The original Bengali version was published in Bangladesh Government gazette on January 26,
2010.

Bangladesh Official Gazette
Dated: January 26, 2010

Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Commerce

SRO No. 22-Act/2010

Bangladesh Import Policy Order 2009-12

15.0 Conditions for import of food for human consumption:-

(1) In case of import of milk, milk food, milk products, edible oil and other food items produced in any country, test of
radioactivity levels present in those items is mandatory.
In such cases, a certificate from any competent authority determined by the government of the exporting country has to be



submitted to the customs authority, along with other import related documents. A certificate from a competent authority of
the exporting country indicating that the imported milk and milk products are melamine —free, must be submitted by the
importer to the customs authority. It is to be noted that test of radioactivity levels of vegetables seeds, which may be used
as food directly is also mandatory.
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