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Report Highlights: 

The Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fishery and Food (SAGARPA) 

published in the Diario Oficial (Federal Register), on April 21, 2011, a draft amendment that modifies 

the foreign quarantine requirements designed to prevent the introduction of rice pests.  The amendment 

is based on monitoring information that suggests rice kernel smut (Tilletia barclayana) exists in Mexico 

and, as such, imports of rice from the United States should not require methyl bromide treatment. 
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General Information:  

Introduction:  This report summarizes a SAGARPA announcement published in Mexico’s Federal 

Register on April 21, 2011, that amends Mexican Official Standard NOM-013-FITO-1995, which 

establishes the foreign quarantine requirements designed to prevent the introduction of rice pests.  

Although the announcement states that this is a “draft” Amendment, SAGARPA sources insist this is a 

final amendment.  Consequently, this amendment entered into force on April 22, 2011. 

  

Disclaimer: This summary is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and therefore 

should not, under any circumstances, be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or 

of its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade interests.  In the event of a discrepancy or 

discrepancies between this summary and the complete regulation or announcement as published in 

Spanish, the latter shall prevail. 

  

Title:  Draft Amendment to Mexican Official Standard NOM-013-FITO-1995, establishing the external 

quarantine requirements to prevent the introduction of rice pests. 

  

Important Dates 
     1.  Publication Date: April 21, 2011 

2.  Enforcement Date: April 22, 2011 

  

Executive Summary: On April 21, 2011, SAGARPA published in Mexico’s Federal Register a draft 

amendment to the Mexican Official Standard NOM-013-FITO-1995.  The amendment states that based 

on monitoring information collected by SAGARPA, it was determined that rice kernel smut (Tilletia 

barclayana) currently exists in most rice-producing states of the country.  Consequently, Mexico should 

classify rice kernel smut as a non-quarantine pest, and imported rice shipments should not require 

phytosanitary treatment (for further information see 2010 GAIN report MX0089 December Grain and 

Feed Update and 2009 GAIN reports MX9003 Rice Instructions and MX9007 2009 Grain and Feed 

Annual).   

  

Specifically, this amendment indicates that rice kernel smut should be eliminated from the quarantine 

pests listed under paragraph 4.1 Products of absolute quarantine of the NOM-013-FITO-1995.   

  

For More Information 
FAS/Mexico Web Site:  We are available at www.mexico-usda.com or visit the FAS headquarters' 

home page at www.fas.usda.gov  for a complete selection of FAS worldwide agricultural reporting. 

  

FAS/Mexico YouTube Channel:  Catch the latest videos of FAS Mexico at work 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ATOMexicoCity  

  

Report Number Subject Date Submitted 
MX1033 Grain and Feed April Update 4/29/2011 

MX1017 2011 Grain and Feed Annual 3/14/2011 

MX1012 Hard Freeze Damages Sinaloa Corn and Produce 2/11/2011 

MX1006 January Update for Corn and Rice 1/28/2011 

http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/December%20Grain%20and%20Feed%20Update_Mexico_Mexico_12-3-2010.pdf
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200902/146327189.pdf
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200903/146327454.pdf
http://www.mexico-usda.com/
http://www.fas.usda.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ATOMexicoCity
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Grain%20and%20Feed%20Annual_Mexico%20City_Mexico_3-14-2011.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Hard%20Freeze%20Damages%20Sinaloa%20Corn%20and%20Produce_Mexico_Mexico_2-11-2011.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Grain%20and%20Feed%20Update_Mexico%20City_Mexico_1-28-2011.pdf
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MX0094 Tortilla Price Crisis… To Be Determined 12/15/2010 

  

Useful Mexican Web Sites:  Mexico's equivalent to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (SAGARPA) 

can be found at www.sagarpa.gob.mx , equivalent to the U.S. Department of Commerce (SE) can be 

found at www.economia.gob.mx  and equivalent to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (SALUD) 

can be found at www.salud.gob.mx.  These web sites are mentioned for the readers' convenience but 

USDA does NOT in any way endorse, guarantee the accuracy of, or necessarily concur with, the 

information contained on the mentioned sites.  

   

  
  

  

  

  

                     

  

 

http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Tortilla%20Price%20Crisis%e2%80%a6%20To%20Be%20Determined_Mexico_Mexico_12-15-2010.pdf
http://www.sagarpa.gob.mx/
http://www.economia.gob.mx/
http://www.salud.gob.mx/

