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Report Highlights: 

Rains have caused flooding in five states, although pan-India rainfall is three percent below the 10-year 

average for the southwest monsoon (June 1 through Aug. 28). As of Sept. 1, reservoirs were at 67 

percent capacity whereas they were at 59 percent capacity on the same date a year ago. Planted acreage 
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is higher than last year due to improved soil and sub-soil moisture conditions. A switch to food crop 

planting could trigger imports of other commodities for further processing. 
 

 

General Information:  

 

A Tale of Two Monsoons – Below Average Rainfall with Isolated Flooding 

As a whole, India received normal rainfall from June 1 through Aug. 28 with a three percent downward 

departure from the long-period average (LPA) for the southwest monsoon. The most recent Indian 

Meteorological Department (IMD) forecast envisions rainfall to be 107 percent above the LPA for the 

second half (August and September) of the monsoon. According to IMD data, rainfall was 11 percent 

below the LPA in June, 7 percent above the LPA for July, and 8.5 percent below the LPA for August. 

September rains will be crucial to determine whether the monsoon is normal or above normal as 

predicted in IMD models. 

  

According to IMD rainfall data, several regions in Karnataka, Telangana and Kerala have received 

below normal rains. As a result, theses states are discouraging the planting or sowing of water-intensive 

crops such as paddy and sugarcane. According to IMD data, about14 percent of India has seen deficient 

rains (see Images 1 and 2, below).  

  

Table 1. India: Regional Rainfall Levels from June 1, 2016-Aug. 28, 2016 

Regions Actual (mm) Normal (mm) 
Percentage 

Departure 

Northwest 510.4 489.0   4 

Central 821.0 767.2 7 

Southern Peninsula 474.9 544.4 -13 

East and Northeast 907.2 1112.7 -18 

All India 671.2 693.1 -3 

Source: Indian Meteorological Department, Government of India 

  

Heavy flooding and rainfall in certain regions grabbed headlines and agri-wire service attention during 

August. Several districts in the central states of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh as well as in the east 

and northeast states of Bihar, West Bengal and Jharkhand received heavy or very heavy rainfall. IMD 

forecasts call for heavy rains to persist in East and Northeast India and in the Southern Peninsula states 

of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka from Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2016. 

  

According to the National Disaster Management Agency, on Aug. 25, 2016, there were two 

unprecedented flood situations, four high floods and 15 moderate flood sites in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 

West Bengal and Jharkand. Provisional estimates indicate the extent of damage to the cropped area 

around to be 4.23 million hectares. 

  

Kharif Planting Pace Moving Faster than Last Year – Food Crops Favored to Cash Crops 

According to spatial analysis, surface and subsurface soil moisture remains better than last year. The 

planting pace of Kharif crops (monsoon planted and harvested) is 5 percent faster than a year ago. Pulse 

acreage has seen a 34 percent increase this season whereas cotton and sugarcane planting have seen 

declines, respectively, of 9 percent and 8 percent (see Table 2).  
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Reservoir Levels for All India Remain Below 10-Year Average 

Reservoir levels at many of the 91 major reservoir locations are lower than the same period a year ago 

(see Table 3). States having reservoir levels closer to their capacity include Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 

Odisha, West Bengal, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka. 

States having reservoir levels that are lower include Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Tripura, Uttarakhand, 

Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.  

  

Impact in Agri-Industry Sectors: Good Rains Linked to Strong Rural Economy  

After two years of below-normal monsoon rains, the cascading effect of even a normal monsoon on the 

economy is expected to drive up rural income and consumption. With higher planted area in cereals and 

pulses, production volumes are expected to be higher than previous years. Analysts report this should 

help curb food price inflation. However, demand is outpacing supply and the Government of India 

continues to import pulses, maize and wheat.   

  

A Switch to Food Crop Acreage Away from Cane and Cotton Could Prompt Imports of Oilseeds, 

Cotton and Ethanol 

Soybean planting acreage is lower than last year, but other oilseeds, namely groundnut and sunflower, 

have seen area expansion. Soybean oil imports are expected to be higher than last year as attractive 

international prices and lower oilseed availability for crushing should prompt trade to look at sourcing 

from international markets. While food crop acreage is greater, sugarcane and cotton planted area are 

lower this year and sources report that there could be greater import volumes of ethanol and cotton. 

 

 

  



 
 



 



 



 



   

                     



  

 


