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Supermarket chains from Costa Rica will open 18 new stores
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According to La Nacion newspaper, three Costa Rican supermarket chains Walmart,
Automercado and Perimercados (Gessa, S.A) will open 18 new retail stores during 2010.



Executive Summary:
COSTA RICAN SUPERMARKET CHAINS

WILL OPEN 18 NEW STORES THIS YEAR 2010

Investments in new supermarket stores will surpass $20 million; and in total, Costa Rica will have
323 supermarkets:

Walmart 170
Megasuper 82
Perimercados (Gessa, S.A.) 58
Automercado 13

Walmart will open 10 new stores in the Central Valley. Eight stores will be under their line of stores
called Pali and two more under the line called Maxi Bodega. Pali stores target lower income
consumers and are generally located near low-income neighborhoods and bus stations. Maxi
Bodega stores target lower to middle income consumers. These two formats have the most growth
potential. Walmart also expects to employ 264 new people and will invest $20 million on the new
stores and in remodeling some of their older supermarkets.

Automercado will open two new stores, one in Alajuela, (the second largest city in the San Jose
Metropolitan area), in August and another one in Cartago at the end of this year. As a result,
Automercado will advertise 120 new positions.

Gessa, S.A. supermarket chain will open two stores in the Perimercados format and four
SuperCompro’s mainly located near city markets or outside the town. This chain has two additional
formats, Jumbo Supermarkets and Diboyco, mainly located in the Metropolitan areas and in major
cities.

A strong competitor in the retail market is Megasuper, which does not expect to open any new
stores this year. They would like to focus on consolidating their operation of 82 points of sale in
Costa Rica.






