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General Information:  
 

Disclaimer:  The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Government of India 

(GOI) and World Trade Organization (WTO) websites: http://dahd.nic.in/dahd/trade.aspx  and 

www.wto.org.  The Office of Agricultural Affairs and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of 

accuracy or authenticity.  The summary below is based on a cursory review of the subject 

announcement and, therefore, should not under any circumstances be viewed as a definitive 

interpretation of the regulation in question, or of its implications for U.S. agricultural trade interests. 

  

On February 4, 2016, the Government of India (GOI) notified a draft veterinary health certificate for 

dog and cat food (containing animal origin material) imports to the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

This revised draft certificate introduces some new language and requirements in comparison to the 

earlier protocol.  For example, the draft certificate specifically requires imported pet food to be 

manufactured from certain animal meat / products and specifies that ingredients cannot include animal 

meat that is prohibited under any Indian law. Other modifications or additions include new heat 

treatment processing guidelines, the identification of ports that can accept imported pet food, new 

testing requirements for sulphite reduced clostridium for canned and moist pet food, and 

manufacturer/exporter declarations. The new draft certificate removed the earlier requirement that a 

processing facility needed to be located at least 25 kilometers radius from an avian influenza infected 

area. The deadline for comments is April 3, 2016.  

  

For more details on the draft veterinary health certificate, please refer to GAIN report IN5157 or 

the WTO website. The health certificate is accessible online at http://dahd.nic.in/dahd/trade.aspx or can 

be directly accessed at Veterinary Certificate for Import of Dog and Cat Foods into India. 

  

Comments should be sent to: 

  

Dr A J V Prasad 

Joint Secretary 

Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture, Room No. 240, Krishi Bhawan  

New Delhi 

E-mail: jslh-dadf@nic.in 

  

Final details on the draft regulation: 

  

GOI Draft Publication Date: October 26, 2015 

Date of Implementation: To be determined 

WTO Notification Number: G/SPS/N/IND/127 

WTO Notification Date: February 4, 2016 

Final Date for Comments: April 3, 2016 

Products Affected: Dog and Cat Food 

 

http://dahd.nic.in/dahd/trade.aspx
http://www.wto.org/
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/GOI%20Releases%20Draft%20Health%20Certificate%20for%20Dog%20and%20Cat%20Food%20Imports_New%20Delhi_India_12-14-2015.pdf
http://www.wto.org/
http://dahd.nic.in/dahd/trade.aspx
http://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Veterinary%20Certificate%20for%20Import%20of%20Dog%20and%20Cat%20Foods%20into%20india.pdf


 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 


