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Report Highlights:
Domestic and export prices increased up to ten percent due to limited exportable supplies,
particularly for parboiled rice. Exporters are facing unexpected supply difficulties as the
government stock release decision is still being reviewed by the Cabinet. The stock release review
has forced some exporters to source white rice from the domestic market. Any increases in current
export prices are expected to be temporary as the government is releasing a portion of the contracts
which have been paid to exporters last month (10-20 percent of total contracts of 2.6 million tons).

General Information:
Indicative Prices (Week Ending Jun. 15):

Market Tone
Domestic and export prices increased up to ten percent due to limited exportable supplies,
particularly for parboiled rice. Exporters are facing unexpected supply difficulties for 7-8 vessels
of outstanding shipments of parboiled rice to African countries. The government stock release
decision is still being reviewed by the Cabinet, which has caused exporters to source white rice
from the domestic market. Rice sourced from the domestic market has limited domestic paddy
supplies available for parboiled rice production. In addition, the expansion of the current
MY2008/09 second-crop intervention program to 6.0 million tons reduced paddy supplies in the
market as intervention prices remain relatively more attractive at 10,800 – 12,000 baht/ton ($310$345/MT). Any increases in current export prices are expected to be temporary as the government
is releasing a portion of the contracts which have been paid to exporters last month (10-20 percent
of total contracts of 2.6 million tons). Meanwhile, new guidelines for the next intervention stock
release are under consideration and will be applied to new government tender. A new tender will
likely be conducted by August.
Thus far, the MY 2008/09 second-crop intervention program has absorbed 3.9 million tons of
paddy, valued at 44 billion baht ($1.3 billion). The Government expects the intervention program
will reach the targeted 6.0 million tons by the end of the program on July 31 due to attractive

intervention prices.

The following are the reported rice exports (as is basis):

Note on data: Export figures since March 22, 2002, do not include fragrant rice. The authority to report fragrant rice
exports was moved from the Thai Board of Trade to the Ministry of Commerce’s Office of Commodity Standards, which
does not release official fragrant rice export data. FAS/BKK will report only official export numbers from the Board of
Trade for non-fragrant and from the Office of Commodity Standards for fragrant rice when available, but the reader
should bear in mind the difference between the data.

Unofficial exports (excluding fragrant rice) for Jun. 8-14, 2009 totaled 149,198 tons, up 14,886 tons
from the previous week, and up 1,757 tons from the four-week moving average of 147,441 tons.
Exports during Jan. 1 – Jun. 14 totaled 2,648,827 tons, as compared with 4,120,032 tons in the
previous year.
According to the Department of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce, total rice exports (including
fragrant rice) during Jan. 1- May 31, 2009, amounted to 3,938,294 tons, down 27.4 percent from
5,421,981 tons in the previous year.
Weekly Rice Sales
Private registered rice export sales for the period of May 25-29, Jun. 1-5, and Jun. 8-12, 2009
are as follows:
Movement (MT)

May 25-29

Jun. 1-5

Jun. 8-12

Weekly sales
4 week sum
4 week mov. avg.
Total weekly sales
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164,776
597,634
149,409
2,797,683

112,140
609,802
152,451
2,909,823

126,303
561,011
140,253
3,036,126

